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SUBJECT: PHYSICAL SECURITY ASSURANCES 

1 . ONE OF THE CRITERIA OF THE NUCLEAR NON-PROLIFERATION 
ACT OF 1978 IS A REQUIREMENT THAT ADEQUATE PHYSICAL SECURITY 
MEASURES WILL BE MAINTAINED WITH RESPECT TO U.S.-SUPPLIED 
MATERIALS OR FACILITIES OR ANY SPECIAL NUCLEAR MATERIAL 
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USED IN OR PRODUCED THROUGH THEIR USE. 

2. AT LEAST UNTIL SUCH TIME AS EXISTING AGREEMENTS FOR 
COOPERATION CAN BE AMENDED TO REFLECT THIS REQUIREMENT, THE 
EXECUTIVE BRANCH NORMALLY PLANS TO ADD A REQUEST FOR SUCH 
COMMITMENT TO ITS LETTER OF ASSURANCE ("AUTHORIZED PERSONS 
LETTER"), IN WHICH THE OTHER PARTY TO THE AGREEMENT IS 
ASKED TO ASSURE THE U.S. THAT THE TRANSFER IS SUBJECT TO ALL 
OF THE TERMS OF THE AGREEMENT AND THAT THE CONSIGNEE(S) IS 
AUTHORIZED TO RECEIVE AND POSSESS THE MATERIAL OR FACILITY. 

3. WITH RESPECT TO THE EURATOM AND IAEA AGREEMENTS, AS 
OPPOSED TO BILATERALS, THERE IS SOME QUESTION AS TO HOW THIS 
PHYSICAL SECURITY GUARANTEE SHOULD BE HANDLED, SINCE 
PHYSICAL SECURITY GENERALLY IS CONSIDERED TO BE THE RESPON- 
SIBILITY OF THE INDIVIDUAL NATION AND EURATOM AND IAEA HAVE 
ESSENTIALLY NO ROLE IN THE ENFORCEMENT OF PHYSICAL SECURITY 
MEASURES (EXCEPT FOR EURATOM'S COMMON RESEARCH CENTERS). 
THE BASIC QUESTIONS WE HAVE ARE: 

A. DOES THE COMMUNITY OR THE IAEA WISH TO BE ASSOCIATED 
IN ANY WAY WITH THE PHYSICAL SECURITY GUARANTEE? 

B. WILL IT BE PREPARED TO OBTAIN THE NECESSARY GUARANTEE 
FROM THE NATION INVOLVED AND TRANSMIT IT TO THE U.S. AS A 
PART OF THE ASSURANCE LETTER? 
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C. CONVERSELY, WOULD IT PREFER TO HAVE THE U.S APPROACH 
THAT NATION DIRECTLY AND BILATERALLY FOR THIS GUARANTEE? 

FYI - OUR OFF-HAND REACTION IS TO PREFER B. OVER C., 

BUT WE BELIEVE THAT EITHER COULD BE ACCEPTABLE. END FYI. 

4. ADDRESSEE POSTS ARE REQUESTED TO RAISE THIS QUESTION 
EXPEDITIOUSLY, SINCE THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH'S ABILITY TO 
PROVIDE THIS GUARANTEE MAY BECOME A FACTOR IN THE ISSUANCE 
OF FUTURE EXPORT LICENSES. VANCE 
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